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The Migration Story  

From the Mishomis Book, by Edward Benton-Banai



From the Treaty with the Chippewa, 1837 

òThe privilege of hunting, fishing and 
gathering the wild rice, upon the 
lands, the rivers and the lakes 
included in the territory ceded, is 
guaranteed to  
the Indians, ...ó 

 



The establishment of reservations   

òThat our peopleé desire a donation of twenty-four 
sections of land, covering the graves of our fathers, our 
sugar orchards, and our rice lakes and rivers, at seven 
different places now occupied by us as villageséó  
  

 

      From a òPetition of the head 
chiefs of the Chippewa tribe of 
Indians on Lake Superioró 

 
Rice camp at LVD circa 1907 



Stewardship of  
Manito gitigaan 



Historical stewardship 

Photo courtesy of 

Minnesota Historical Society 

There is a 
long history 
of manoomin 
stewardship 
by the 
Anishinaabe 



Historical stewardship: Seeding  

 



Historical stewardship 

ÂAccounts exist of: 
ÂWater level management  
ÂPest management  

- Trapping (but not over-trapping) muskrats; creating 
predator perches in the rice beds to discourage 
blackbirds 

ÂWeeding out competitive species 
Â Intensive harvest management 

- Regulating the number of harvesters, timing of the 
harvest, coordinating the direction of canoe travel, etc. 



So what sort of stewardship  
activities do we practice today? 
 



O ur program 
guidance 

comes our  
member tribes, 
 and especially  
the rice chiefs  

and elders. 

Archie McGeshick Sr.   
1932-1999   



So what sort of stewardship 
activities do we practice ? 

 

Â Monitoring of Abundance  
Â Harvest Management  
Â Hydrological Restoration and Amik (Beaver) 

Management 
Â Permit Review / Lake Management Planning 
Â Public Education Efforts  
Â Research & Data Sharing 
Â Seeding  

 



Monitoring: air & ground 
abundance  

surveys 
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Inventory development 
 



Harvest: date regulation 
ÂThe 

decision of 
the rice 
chiefs 

Â In consult-
ation with 
the state  



Harvest surveys 
State and Tribal Harvest vs Abundance Index by Year 
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Some data surprises: 
Pounds per Trip by Year 

Based on 1992-2011 data; trend lines logarithmic. 



And some things we knew: 

Years of Experience vs Pounds per Trip 

Based on 2004-2007 data, state and tribal ricers combined. 



Restoration of Hydrology  
 



Mud Lake  

Restoration of hydrology 


