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What is NRDAR?

• Natural Resource Damage Assessment and 
Restoration 

• Created by Congress in addition to the processes for 
cleanup of hazardous substances 

• CERCLA (Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) 

• Oil Pollution Act (OPA)
• Government agencies act on behalf of the public to 

restore natural resources 



NRDAR Process

1. Oil is spilled or a hazardous material is 
released into the environment

2. Agencies like the Coast Guard or EPA address 
clean up.

3. Agencies like DEQ, DOI, USFWS, BIA, Tribe(s)
form a “TRUSTEE COUNCIL” to address 
injuries to the natural resources.



Phases of NRDAR Process

• Preliminary Assessment-to determine if injury has 
occurred, if “yes” then move forward with

• Damage Assessment- studies, economic 
modeling, mapping, etc…

• Restoration Planning- identify projects to make 
the public whole; not pristine.

• Negotiate a settlement for the restoration work 
with the responsible party(s) 

• Restoration Projects-Implement the projects 
• Monitor the restoration projects 



Damage Assessment

• Trustees work together to identify the extent 
of natural resource injuries, the best methods
for restoring them, and the type and amount
of restoration required. 



Restoration Planning

• The trustees then identify potential 
restoration projects to offset the loss(e.g., 
beach and shoreline enhancements, creation 
of oyster reefs or other shellfish habitats, 
wetland restoration



Settlement Negotiations 

• Once the Assessment is completed the 
Trustees will attempt to negotiate a 
settlement with the PRP for the cost of the 
Restoration.

• If a negotiated settlement cannot be reached, 
the Trustees can take the RP to court-most 
cases are settled.





Roney Property 
Location, Saganing 
in Arenac County



If we knew then what we know now…

• Plan for long-term 
monitoring and invasive 
species control.

• Invasive species, 
i.e., phragmites (Phragmites 
australis), purple loosestrife 
(Lythrum salicaria), and 
giant hogweed (Heracleum 
mantegazzianum).



If we knew then what we know now…

• Plan for climate change.

• Low lake levels are 
affecting the hydrology 
at this site.



Building Relationships

• NRDAR cases can take a long time. Use the 
time to network with your eye on settlement.

• Reach out to conservation groups and other 
agencies.

• Look for potential partnerships with 
conservation groups, schools, nonprofits, etc.

• Learn about alternative funding opportunities; 
i.e. grants, foundations, etc…
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