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“Hidden in Plain View”



LINE 5 
PIPELINES
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Rally at Mackinac 
Straits

July 14, 2013
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Oil & Water Don’t Mix
30 Second TV Commercial
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Line 5: Michigan’s Top Environmental Story







The Latest Univ. of Michigan Spill 
Modeling Show Much Greater Extent 

of Oil Coverage 
 The Extent and Reach of a Spill in the 

Straits of Mackinac would impact 
over 750 miles of shoreline & the 
freshwater source for 10’s of Millions 
in days.

 The Currents at the Straits – move 
millions of gallons of water in Lake 
Michigan and Lake Huron – in various 
directions and at multiple depths.

 Clean up,  Containment and recovery 
would yield less that 10% of the spill 
due to depth, extensive and rugged 
shoreline,  and very limited resources 
to respond to a disaster of this 
magnitude.



Michigan Tourism / Hospitality 
Industry  Statistics

• $22.8 Billion Dollar Industry

• 113.4 Million Visitors to Michigan

• Non Resident Leisure Travel is up 21%

• 214,000 Hospitality & Tourism Jobs

• Northern Michigan Counties that 
would be impacted by a Spill in the 
Straits of Mackinaw account for 34% 
of the States Tourism Revenue

• An Oil Spill in the Straits would be 
Devastating to this important sector 
to our States Economy 



An Oil Spill’s Economic Impact on a 
Fragile / Tourism – Hospitality - Industry  
Based Economy would be DEVASTATING
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Inadequate Emergency Response for a Spill





“We would not allow this pipeline 
to be built today and its days are 
certainly numbered. 

The Great Lakes are Michigan's 
crown jewel and we cannot tolerate 
an environmental disaster that 
would forever change them.” 

-Michigan Attorney General 
Schuette



Public 
Pressure

Legislative 
Pressure

Political 
Courage

Legal Action Transition to 
Renewable 

Energy

Next Steps to Decommission Line 5


	Oil and Water Don’t Mix�Protecting the Great Lakes from a Devastating Oil Spill		
	“Hidden in Plain View”
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	The Latest Univ. of Michigan Spill Modeling Show Much Greater Extent of Oil Coverage 
	Slide Number 12
	 An Oil Spill’s Economic Impact on a Fragile / Tourism – Hospitality - Industry  Based Economy would be DEVASTATING 
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17

